A teaching hospital medical clinic: secondary rather than primary care.
Although medical clinics in teaching hospitals are said to dispense primary care, the assertion has not been established by formal descriptions of care in such clinics. In this paper the authors describe 287 patient visits to a medical polyclinic (where generalists and subspecialists of internal medicine practice together) over a one-year period. The prevalence of disease was much higher than in existing descriptions of office-based primary care. The majority of visits to subspecialists involved medical problems relevant to the subspecialty, but both subspecialists and generalists dealt with medical problems across subspecialty lines because most patients had multiple problems. Although the data indicate these patients' need for accessibility, comprehensiveness, coordination, and continuity is at least as great as that of patients receiving primary care, this clinic is most appropriately described as a secondary-care facility.